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The length of the silvery, reddish-purple inflorescence branches of yellow bluestem exceeds that of the central stem. 
Susan Farrington

Pathways for Spread and Impacts
While these grasses are used as fodder, they are not as nutritious as native-warm season grasses. Both of these old world bluestems have been shown to alter soil function and biota, thereby suppressing the growth of native grasses. They form much thicker sod than native grasses, making them unsuitable for quail nesting or cover. They are capable of moving from disturbed roadsides and pastures to highquality prairie and glade habitats, and are very difficult to eradicate once established. Dr. Walter Fick of Kansas State University warns that if left uncontrolled, they have the potential to completely take over our native grasslands.
Control
Studies are ongoing to find an effective control for old world bluestems. They are well adapted to spring burning and will tolerate repeated mowing better than our native bluestem grasses. There are no known biological controls. Chemical application, therefore, has shown to be the only effective method of control at this time.
Glyphosate (2 to 4 lbs. per acre) is reasonably effective, but treatments must be repeated, and glyphosate also kills native grasses and vegetation. Imazapyr (1 to 1.25 lbs. per acre) has been shown to be effective, and native grasses show more tolerance to it than to glyphosate. To prevent collateral damage to native vegetation, early detection and eradication of old world bluestems is extremely important. Re-seeding with native grasses following treatment may be necessary.
